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As his friends and family gather to celebrate
Mike’s illustrious career, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join with me in saluting one of Sac-
ramento’s most talented citizen leaders.

Mike was born and raised in Sacramento.
He earned a Fire Science Certificate and a
Bachelor of Science degree in Public Adminis-
tration/Political Science. For the past three
decades, Mike has worked for the City of Sac-
ramento Fire Department as a Firefighter, and
Apparatus Operator, and the last nineteen
years, as a Fire Captain. In addition, Mike is
also a highly qualified Hazardous Materials
Specialist and he often lends his expertise as
a B shift Captain at Station 21. Throughout his
career, Mike has remained one of the most
cherished and well-respected members of the
City of Sacramento Fire Department.

Mike began his union career as City Direc-
tor in 1972. After two years in that post, Mike
was elected City Vice President for the first
time in 1974. In addition, Mike has performed
the duties and responsibilities of the Political
Action Committee Treasurer for the past twen-
ty-two years. Mike has been an indispensable
member of the Local 522 Executive Board for
the past thirty years. All in all, Mike has stead-
fastly represented the members of the Sac-
ramento Fire Department with great honor and
dignity for the past three decades.

In addition to his contributions to the Local
522, Mike has also offered his valuable con-
tributions, to a number of statewide organiza-
tions. Mike has served on numerous statewide
committees through California Professional
Firefighters. In the past, Mike has also been a
delegate to the Sacramento County Central
Democratic Committee.

Staying true to his unyielding commitment to
represent the interests of firefighters, Mike is
looking to remain active in the cause in his re-
tirement years. Currently, Mike is a member of
the California Firefighters Joint Apprentice
Committee Board. Furthermore, Mike remains
a delegate to the Sacramento Central Labor
Council, a member of the Industrial Relations
Association of Northern California and sits on
the Regional Fire Task Force. In particular,
Mike continues to serve the members of the
fire service community through his support for
the passage of Measure F, a change to the
City of Sacramento Charter to improve the
health insurance provided to its retired em-
ployees. Mike’s commitment to serving his
community is truly an example to his fellow
citizens.

Mr. Speaker, as Mike Johnson’s friends and
family gather for his retirement dinner, I am
honored to pay tribute to one of Sacramento’s
most honorable citizens. His successes are
considerable, and it is a great honor for me to
have the opportunity to pay tribute to his con-
tributions. I ask all my colleagues to join with
me in wishing Mike Johnson continued suc-
cess in all his future endeavors.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, we rise today

to honor Robert G. McGruder. Through grace,

intelligence and character he fought for fair re-
porting and justice in the news industry. He
was the quiet authority amid the frantic news-
paper offices in which he worked for almost 40
years.

Robert G. McGruder’s fighting spirit sur-
faced early on when he overcame childhood
battles with polio and poverty. He became in-
terested in journalism while attending Kent
State University when friends encouraged him
to write for the school’s paper. His reporting
aspirations were not deterred by the setbacks
of growing up in a segregated society. He
learned to gain strength from overcoming ob-
stacles. He demonstrated that racial barriers
can be broken. Through this strong willed opti-
mism, Robert G. McGruder became the first
African American to hold various positions at
the Cleveland Plain Dealer and the Detroit
Free Press.

He worked as a reporter for the Plain Dealer
before becoming city editor in 1978 and man-
aging editor in 1981. In 1986, Neal Shine, the
longtime Free Press managing editor and pub-
lisher, finally succeeded after a decade of try-
ing to hire McGruder. McGruder spent 16
years as the chief editor of the Free Press
where he guided award-winning news cov-
erage. Beyond Detroit, he served as president
of the Associated Press Managing Editors,
judged Pulitzer Prize entries five times, and
served on the board of the American Society
of Newspaper Editors.

His pursuit of excellence and monumental
work in the cause of diversity made him one
of the newspaper industry’s giants. He cared
for colleagues, always making time to talk and
listen. He urged the industry to hire more
black, latino, Asian, gay and lesbian employ-
ees. He was a mentor to those he worked
with, many of whom went on to hold important
positions at newspapers across the country. In
2001, he received the John S. Knight Gold
Medal, the highest award within Knight Ridder,
which owns the Free Press. Upon receiving
the award, he reminded company officials and
friends that he represented change and that
he stands for diversity.

We ask our colleagues to rise to honor the
accomplishments of this truly remarkable indi-
vidual.

Robert G. McGruder stood for what was
best about the news industry. I hope his integ-
rity, honesty and deep commitment to fair and
accurate reporting will remain an example to
all.
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, the Bush Adminis-
tration has broken promise after promise in
their attempt to destroy our country’s most
basic environmental laws. These broken prom-
ises and bad decisions are not hurting big cor-
porate contributers. Instead, they will hurt
those families who are working to put food on
their table.

In particular, President Bush’s recent deci-
sion not to reinstate the Superfund tax will en-
sure that the cost for cleaning up polluted
communities will be paid by taxpayers instead
of those who made the mess.

President Bush’s decision is no better than
another worthless tax break for the rich. By
failing to reinstate the Superfund tax, Presi-
dent Bush is saying that he believes that fami-
lies fighting to make ends meet should foot
the bill while polluting industries profit.

Polluters should pay to clean up their
messes, not profit from destroying the environ-
ment and their neighbor’s health. How can we
in good conscience allow corporations to profit
without making them pay to clean up their pol-
lution?

I am hopeful that this chamber will address
this issue in the near future before families
have to pay one more cent for a mess that
they didn’t make.
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Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the men and women
who serve as public safety telecommunicators.
April 14–20 is National Public Safety Tele-
communicators Week, and in the Second Dis-
trict of Kentucky as well as throughout the Na-
tion, dedicated public safety dispatchers pro-
vide a vital service to our communities.

Public safety telecommunicators answer
calls every day for emergency rescue serv-
ices. These are the people who ensure that
police forces, firefighters, and ambulances are
dispatched in emergency and law enforcement
situations.

In light of the horrific terrorist attacks on our
Nation last year, we especially should honor
the invaluable contribution made by public
safety communications personnel. Their self-
less ongoing service was certainly highlighted
on September 11, and continues today as
these men and women still deal with the re-
percussions.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the emergency re-
sponse dispatchers in Kentucky’s Second Dis-
trict for the critical role they play in my com-
munity every day.
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Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the Israeli Day of Independence.

The State of Israel officially came into exist-
ence, with the end of the British Mandate on
May 14, 1948. Israel’s Independence Day is
celebrated annually, according to the Hebrew
calendar, on 5 Iyar. With the establishment of
the State of Israel on that day in 1948, Jewish
independence was restored. The Israeli day of
independence is a celebration of the renewal
of the Jewish state in the Land of Israel, the
birthplace of the Jewish people. In this land,
the Jewish people began to develop its dis-
tinctive religion and culture some 4,000 years
ago, and there it has preserved an unbroken
physical presence.
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